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February 15, 2016
To Whom it May Concern:

Tt is with great pleasure that I write in support of the equipment request for the Facilities being
proposed for the Chadron State College Agricuitural Program.

As a graduste st Chadron State College, the education 1 reccived advanced me into a graduate
-program znd into a successiul career with the Natural Resources Conservation Service. The
motivation and diive the program created for me assisted greatly in gathering the skitls and
technology knowledge T did not have the opportunily to gain at Chadron. Since my graduation, |
have been able to use GIS remote sensing and mapping technologies Lo develop plans. With this
equipment available readily in the Agricuttural program it would provide a vast knowledge and
assist agencies in bringing oa college graduales with less traming needed on the job.

The laboratory classes and Livesiock handling conrse work thai [ completed was some of the
most interesting and exciting portions of my education. Many of these items were gained
through ficld tips that were outside of the timeframe of classes and required a greater expense to
the class. But {hey provided the hands on knowledge and applied knowledge that ks of the
greatest benefit (o my education. By having the lab equipment in the deparument and taving
handling facilities on the premises of the college, travel costs and time can be saved while
providing a wide variety of teaching perspectives with less risk and greater ease. The field trips
can be of greater benefit by having some lab/class work time prior to going (o the field to work
with landowners in the gencral application.

The request lor laboratory equipment, Hvestock bandling equipment and GIS laboratory will
advance the educational opportuaities of the college above the previous program and open the
doors to more students 1o job opporfunities greally, The more experience we ¢an have in
handling livestock, having firsthand knowledge of livestock bealth, behavior, handling, and land
tesource inventory equipment, the more prepared for the job world they will be. I 'was able (o
gain a great education from Chadron, but these improvements would have opened new fields of
study, the opportunity to do graduate rescarch at ihis site, and led to a wider varicty of
employment ouiside ol my education. So I am in strong suppott of this request for equipment for
the new Agricultural Complex at Chadron State College. :

If there arc any concerns or questions, I can be contacted at 307-379-2542 (office) or 307-251-
8312 (ceilular).

Sincerely,
Hfs-electronic/ Mesg V. Pty
Marjt Patz, Rangeland Managernent Speeialist
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