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March 9, 2010

Honorable E. Benjamin Nelson
United State Senate
Nebraska

Regarding: Center for Rural Entreprencurship Application
Dear Senétor Nelson:

I would like to endorse the Center for Rural Entrepreneurship’s application for funding through the
Congressional Request Process in support of additional community Entrepreneur Coaching Projects in
Nebraska. There is significant interest and demand for economic development. Based on our
experience we believe the Center’s program offers great promise for helping communities better
support entreprencurs as a way to create jobs and grow their economy.

Imperial is currently partnering in a Center of Rural Entrepreneurship’s entrepreneurship coaching
project. Although we are still in the initial six months of the project, we are beginning to reap the
benefits of utilizing the entreprencurship support strategies learned through the project. The mentoring
aspect provided by the center’s staff to myself and our local business coach has been invaluable as
Imperial focuses on entrepreneurship as a key component of our economic development strategy.
Based on our experiences with the Center’s Entrepreneurship Coaching Program, we believe our
neighboring communities of Benkelman, Grant and Wauneta might have an interest in participating in
their program as well.

Imperial has been blessed to have a significant number of young families stay or return to the Imperial
area to live, work and raise their families. We see entrepreneurship development as an avenue for
additional families to choose to stay or return to their hometowns and access to entreprencurship
coaching will be vital to their success.

Sincerely,

Leslie M. Carlholm
Community Development Director
City of Imperial
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